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Vietnam, India mark 40th anniversary of diplomatic
relations
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HARNCI, Jan & (Xinhua) -- A meeting to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Vietnam-India
relations (Jan 7, 1972 2012} and the Sth anniversary of their strateqic partnership (2007-
2012) was held in Vietnam's southern Ho Chi Minh City Thursday, with participation of
Indian Minister of State for External Affairs E. Ahamed, Indian Ambassador to Vietnam
Fanjit Rae, and the city's officials.

The traditional Vietnam-India relationship, founded by the late Viethamese FPresident Ho Chi
Minh and Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Mehru, has been constantly reinforced and
hecome an invaluable asset of the two countries, addressed Huynh Thanh Lap, president
of the Yietnam-India Friendship Association's HCM City office.

Cwer the past 40 vears, the friendly and comprehensive Yietnam- India cooperation has
finely developed in all fields politics, security and defense, trade and investment, culture,
tourism and human resource development. In the recent 10 years, twio-way trade turnover
has increased by 14 times and is expected to surpass 3.5 billion U5, dollars, said Lap.

The Indian Minister of State highly evaluated the Yietham-India cooperation, saying Yietnam
1= always a special and respectful friend of India, both in bilateral and regional ties.

Vietnam holds a strategic position in India's policy "Looking to the East”", and the country
enjoys priorities in India's foreign policies, affirmed the Indian minister.

Farticipants of the two sides expressed their belief that based on the mutual trust and long-
standing relations, and with determination of the high-ranking officials and efforts by people
of the twio countries, the Yietham-India strategic partnership and cooperation between HCM
City and Indian localities will further develop with higher efficiency. (Xinhua)




